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This is A Few F gotten Women St y 

 

 

 
This is one of a series of stories about those who served with the 

Voluntary Aid Detachment. 

 

The Furnace Sisters: Dorothy and Lizzie  

(Voluntary Aid Detachment Cumberland 18) 

 

The Red Cross Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) records indicated that Dorothy 

Furnace and Lizzie Furnace both worked for VAD Cumberland 18. Research has 

determined that Dorothy and Lizzie were siblings who both undertook unpaid work at 

the Lingholm Auxiliary and Officers Hospital during World War 1.   

 

Dorothy, the eldest child of John Anthony Furnace and Mary Elizabeth Gibson was 

born on the 22nd June 1895 in Keswick, Cumberland.1   John and Mary had married 

the previous year in Crosthwaite, Keswick.2   In the 1881 and 1891 census returns 

Mary was living with her widow mother, Susan Gibson and siblings.3 4   John in the 

1881 and 1891 census returns was living with his parents and siblings  and employed 

as a jeweller/ jewellers assistant.5 6  John’s father Anthony had also been a jeweller. 

 

Lizzie (also known as Elizabeth) Furnace was born two years later on the 4th March 

1897.7  Sadly, Lizzie and Dorothy’s mum, Mary Elizabeth died on the 17th March 1897 

and is buried at Crosthwaite Churchyard, Keswick, Cumberland.8 

 

Unfortunately, at the time of the 1901 census the family are living separately.  John 

Anthony Furnace was residing with his younger brother, Joshua, at Bankend, 

Workington, Cumberland.9  He was employed as a jeweller’s assistant.  John’s two 
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daughters are living in Keswick, Cumberland.  Dorothy is residing at 3 Lake Road, 

Keswick and is noted as the adopted daughter of Robert and Mary Birkett.10   Lizzie, 

however, is living with her maternal grandmother, Susan Gibson, and maternal two 

aunts (Margaret Annie Gibson and Edith Gibson) at 21 Stanger Street, Keswick.11   

Dorothy and Lizzie’s grandmother, Susan Gibson, died on the 29th December 1903 

and is buried at Crosthwaite Churchyard, Keswick. 12  

 

School admission records for Keswick established that Dorothy and Lizzie attended 

St John’s Infant and then later St John’s Primary School. 13 14  Dorothy left in year 4 to 

attend a private school. 15  Lizzie continued at St John’s leaving in May 1911.16 

 

In the 1911 census, Dorothy remained with Robert and Mary Birkett, and resided at 

Chestnut Hill, Keswick.17  Lizzie lived at 45 Blencathra Street, Keswick with her two 

maternal aunts, Margaret Annie Gibson and Edith Gibson.18   Dorothy and Lizzie’s 

father, John Anthony Furnace continued to reside in Workington and lived with his 

brother, Isaac.  John was working as an iron ore sampler.  He is noted to be a widower 

having two children who were still alive.19   

 

Both Dorothy and Lizzie were recorded as working at the Lingholm Auxiliary and 

Officers Hospital during World War 1.  Lingholm estate is situated on the shores of 

Lake Derwentwater, Keswick and during World War 1 the Rochdale family passed the 

house over to the VAD to be used as a convalescent hospital for military officers.  Lady 

Beatrice Rochdale, MBE was the officer in charge at Lingholm Officers Hospital, 

Keswick.20 

 

A local paper state that both Dorothy and Lizzie had undertaken first aid training in 

Keswick.21  They enrolled into the Cumberland 28 VAD on the 28th January 1915. Both 

undertook unpaid work at Lingholm Officers Hospital.  Dorothy was employed from the 

4th June 1917 working in the pantry and ward and had accrued 373 hours.22   In 

contrast, Lizzie was engaged at Lingholm for the period 19th June 1917 – 15th May 

1918.  She accumulated 1400 hours working as a maid and in the pantry. It is noted 

on the VAD card that Lizzie had started at Workington Infirmary in May 1918.23 
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The 1921 census indicated that Dorothy remained with the Birkett family in Keswick.24  

Lizzie had continued her role at Workington Infirmary. She worked as a sick nurse and 

was known as Elizabeth.25  Their father, John Anthony Furnace lived in Elizabeth 

Street, Workington with his brother, Isaac and sister, Elizabeth Ann.  John was 

currently unemployed and had been a process foreman for the Workington United 

Steel company.26 

 

Mary Jane Birkett, adopted mother of Dorothy died in 1923 whilst her adopted father, 

Robert Birkett died in 1930.27 28   In 1923 Dorothy married George L Storey and Lizzie 

married Arthur Wilson in 1931.29 30  Dorothy and Lizzie’s father, John Anthony Furnace 

died in 1935.31 

 

It is documented in the 1939 Register that Dorothy and George Storey lived at Stapen 

Hill, Millbank, Keswick.  George was employed as a retail grocer and provision 

merchant.32  Lizzie and Arthur Wilson were at Bridgend, Workington with their 

daughter, Dorothy Elizabeth Wilson.  Arthur was a works manager at the water mineral 

factory.33  Both Dorothy Storey and Lizzie Wilson undertook unpaid domestic duties. 

 

Research has suggested that Dorothy and George had no children and Dorothy died 

on the 7th January 1967 at Keswick Hospital.34  Lizzie and Arthur had no further 

children and Lizzie died on the 23rd June 1987.  On the probate record it indicated 

Elizabeth was also known as Lizzie.35  Dorothy Elizabeth Wilson, daughter of Lizzie 

Furnace, grand daughter of John Anthony Furnace and Mary Elizabeth Gibson and 

niece of Dorothy Furnace died on the 6th April 2010.36   Dorothy Elizabeth Wilson had 

never married and had no children. 

 

             © Carol Wilson (June 2023) 
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