
This is a Story from ‘A Few Forgotten Women’  

 

 

 
This story was written, in January 2023, as one of a series resulting 

from the ‘A Few Forgotten Women Friday’ collaborative research 

project, investigating the lives of girls from Leeds, Girls’ Industrial 

School, Yorkshire. 

 

Sarah Elizabeth Ramsden 

 

When the girls were allocated to researchers, we were unaware that Sarah 

Elizabeth Ramsden and Sarah Ramsdill were the same person, so two of our 

volunteers worked independently and fortunately came to similar conclusions. 

We have dovetailed their accounts together. 

 

Sarah Elizabeth Ramsden was born in Leeds and baptised at St Peter’s Church, 

Leeds, on 30 August 1857.  Her date of birth is noted on her baptism record as 

10 May 1857.  Her parents were William Ramsden, a cloth dresser, and 

Rebecca Ramsden. They lived in Waller Street, Leeds [source 1]. 

 

Sarah’s birth was recorded in civil registration records for the June quarter of 

1857.  Her mother’s maiden name was WALTON. GRO Reference: 1857 J 

Quarter in LEEDS Volume 09B Page 374 

 



Sarah’s parents were married at Leeds Parish Church on 9 November 1856.  

William was 24, a bachelor, and a cloth dresser, living at Greaves Yard.  His 

father was James Ramsden, also a cloth dresser.  Rebecca was 20, a spinster, 

living at Cornhill.  No occupation was noted for Rebecca – indeed no 

occupation was ever mentioned for Rebecca in any records discovered during 

this research.  Her father was Abraham Walton, a tobacconist.  [source 2] 

 

Physical Description  

 

Sarah, aged 13, is described as follows on admission to the Leeds Ragged 

School on 10 August 1870:  “Red hair, light blue eyes, tall and well built, light 

complexion, hair on arms, thick lips and nose, teeth well set.  Burn on first 

finger of right hand.  Warts on middle finger of ditto.” 

 

Sarah did not seem to have had much education, the register notes: 

Schools attended: ? ? Church School, St Stephens Church School, altogether 6 

months. 

Read: Little, Write: Little, Cipher: No 

Sarah had worked briefly at Miss Marshall for 2 weeks, and at ? Bridge Street 

for 1 month. 

 

The register describes the offence for which Sarah was admitted to the Ragged 

School as “Stealing & incorrigible”.  For this, William Bruce, Esq, Stipendiary 

Magistrate, sentenced her to 3 years.  The register notes “Time up 10 August 

1870”.  There is no mention of what Sarah stole, but Sarah’s previous character 

is described thus: “For some time past has been very dishonest and 

disobedient parents could not manage her” 



 

The register notes her parents, and also lists other people she knew: 

Father: William Ramsden  

Occupation: Cloth Tenterer, Aire St, Ritsons 

Mother: Rebecca Ramsden 

Uncle & Aunt, Ralph Spence, Bricklayer, Macaulay Street, Green Road,  

Richard & May Field, warehouseman, Macaulay Street 

Thomas & Ann Field, warehouseman 

John & Sarah Hemingway, Cloth tenterer, Back Macaulay Street 

 

[Source 3] 

 

The following appeared in the Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer on 2nd 

October 1871. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Siblings 

 

Sarah was William and Rebecca Ramsden’s eldest child.  A total of 10 children 

were born to the couple over 19 years.  8 of the children appear to have 



survived to adulthood.  The list of children is as follows:  (All references to 

births or deaths may be obtained from the General Record Office website 

www.gro.gov.uk) 

 

 

 

First 

name 

DOB GRO reference DOD GRO reference Married 

Sarah 

Elizabet

h 

1857 1857 J Quarter 

in LEEDS 

Volume 09B 

Page 374 

1909 1908  S Quarter in 

BASFORD Volume 

07B Page 122 

Possible. John Tyers 

1886 

James 1859 1859  J Quarter 

in 

LEEDS  Volume 

09B  Page 379 

  Sarah Ann Sykes 

1895It  

Henry 1861 1861  J Quarter 

in 

LEEDS  Volume 

09B  Page 419 

Buried 15 

March 

1863 aged 

1¾  

1863  M Quarter in 

LEEDS  Volume 09B  

Page 291 

 

Henry 1864 1864  J Quarter 

in 

LEEDS  Volume 

09B  Page 426 

1887 1887 S Quarter in 

LEEDS Volume 09B 

Page 327 

 

 

Alice 1866 1866  M Quarte

r in 

LEEDS  Volume 

09B  Page 431 

   

Bessie 1868 1868  J Quarter 

in 

LEEDS  Volume 

09B  Page 462 

Buried 16 

November 

1871 aged 

3½ 

GRO Reference: 

1871 D Quarter in 

LEEDS Volume 09B 

Page 284 

 



William 1870 1870  D Quarter 

in 

LEEDS  Volume 

09B  Page 413 

   

Arthur 1872 1872  D Quarter 

in 

LEEDS  Volume 

09B  Page 482 

   

Ada 1874 1874  D Quarter 

in 

LEEDS  Volume 

09B  Page 478 

  John James Hall 1907 

Bessy 1876 1876  D Quarter 

in 

LEEDS  Volume 

09B  Page 469 

   

 

The names of Sarah’s siblings were found by searching for births with the 

surname Ramsden in Leeds during the relevant years and selecting those 

where the mother’s maiden name was Walton.  The results were compared 

with the census entries for the family which are set out below. 

 

Two of Sarah’s siblings, Henry, (born 1859) and Bessie, (born 1868), died in 

childhood.  As was common, the family recycled the names for later-born 

children.   

 

GRO records showed two children named Henry Ramsden who died in the 

March and June quarters of 1861 in Leeds aged 1.  It is most likely that the 

Henry Ramsden who died in the March quarter of 1861 was Sarah’s brother.  

First, there is a baptism record on 23 January 1863 for Henry Ramsden (whose 

birth date was noted as 15 June 1861) son of William Ramsden, cloth presser 



and Rebecca [source 4].  Maybe Henry was very ill, and his parents decided to 

have him baptised.  If this is the case, he lived for another couple of months.  

Sadly, a burial record for Henry Ramsden can be viewed in the beautifully 

written records of Beckett St cemetery, where he was buried, aged 1 ¾ - son of 

William Ramsden of Waller St [source 5].  The names, addresses and Henry’s 

age all appear correct. 

 

Census records alerted me to the death of Bessie (born 1868).  “Bessey”, aged 

2, appears on the 1871 census.  The 1881 census lists “Bessy”, aged 4.  

Although it is common for errors in ages to be made in the census, all other 

ages appeared consistent, and the children at home at census time were 

always entered in order of age, with the eldest first.  Sure enough, her death 

was found after a short search.  She was buried in Beckett St cemetery [source 

6].  (Note: the GRO records show the spellings “Bessie” for the daughter born 

in 1868 and “Bessy” for the daughter born in 1876.  The census spellings vary). 

 

On 18th January 1879 at the age of 20, Sarah’s eldest brother James joined the 

Lincolnshire Regiment 10th Brigade and travelled to India on HMS Serapis. He 

was working as a Moulder and was 5’ 6”, with brown hair and eyes, and a fresh 

complexion. He signed up for 6 years’ service, followed by 6 years reserve, and 

during his time abroad suffered from Febricula (low grade fever of unknown 

pathology), Haemorrhoids, Ague (Malaria) and Abscesses, and was awarded 

medals for the Afghan 1879 and 1880 campaigns. [Source 25] 

 

Clearly much further research is possible into the lives of Sarah’s other siblings.  

At this stage, one other point of note is that it appears Henry, born 1864, died 

relatively young, in 1887.  He was buried at Beckett St Cemetery, aged 23, his 



profession noted as “barman”, and his address 11 Waller St [source 7].  His age, 

address, and profession suggest that this is the correct Henry Ramsden. 

 

Census Entries 

 

1861 – Ramsden family - 17 Waller Street Leeds 

William Ramsden, Head, Married, Aged 29, Cloth Dresser, Born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Rebecca Ramsden, Wife, Married, Aged 24, No occupation noted, born Leeds, 

Yorkshire 

Sarah Elizabeth Ramsden, Daughter, Aged 4, Scholar, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

James Ramsden, Son, Aged 2, Scholar, born Leeds, Yorkshire [source 8] 

 

To understand where Sarah and her family lived, I consulted maps on the 

National Library of Scotland website.  The Ordnance Survey Large Scale Town 

Plans (1:500) surveyed 1890 (Yorkshire CCXVIII.2.18)– shows Waller Street - it 

is marked just coming on to the top right of the map, above Macaulay Street 

Foundry, and very close to Macaulay Street, where some of her relatives are 

noted to have lived.   

https://maps.nls.uk/view/229947252 

 

Also Waller Street & Macaulay Street are both shown, as well as St Stephen’s 

Church where Sarah was baptised on the Ordnance Survey 25 inch to 1 mile, 

surveyed 1889/90 (Yorkshire CCXVIII.2) https://maps.nls.uk/view/125642410 

 

Aire Street, where Sarah’s  father worked is the other side of Leeds City Centre, 

just to the west of the station.  Mills are marked on 1890 maps, but none are 

named as “Ritsons”. 



 

Sarah’s father’s occupation is usually described as “Cloth dresser”.  According 

to dictionaries of old jobs, this was a skilled textile worker who cut woollen 

cloth with huge shears when it was ready to leave the mill or sheared the nap 

from it. 

 

https://www.familyresearcher.co.uk/glossary/Dictionary-of-Old-Occupations-

jobs-beginning-C5.html#Cloth-Dresser 

 

1871 census for Leeds Ragged school 

There is no entry for Sarah Ramsden in the 1871 census for Leeds Ragged 

School.  However, the census entry for Sarah E Ramsdill, aged 13, born in 

Leeds, is almost certainly Sarah Elizabeth Ramsden.  Based on her baptism 

record and the GRO entry for her birth it appears that the stated age of 13 is 

correct, as Sarah would have turned 14 in May 1871, just over one month after 

the census  [source 9]. In addition, the 1871 census entry for Sarah’s family 

does not mention Sarah, but she is found with her family in both the 1861 and 

1881 census. 

 

1871 census – Ramsden family - 11 Waller Street, Leeds 

William Ramsden, Head, Married, 38, Cloth Dresser, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Rebecca Ramsden, Wife, Married, 34, no occupation noted, 34, born Leeds, 

Yorkshire 

James Ramsden, Son, 11, Errand boy, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Henry Ramsden, Son, 6, Scholar, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Alice Ramsden, Daughter, aged 5, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Bessey Ramsden, Daughter, 2, born Leeds, Yorkshire 



William Ramsden, Son, 6 months, born Leeds, Yorkshire  [source 10] 

 

1881 census – Ramsden family 11 Waller Street Leeds 

William Ramsden, Head, Married, aged 48 Cloth Dresser, Born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Rebecca Ramsden, Wife, Married, aged 44, No occupation noted, Born Leeds, 

Yorkshire 

Sarah Elizabeth Ramsden, Daughter, unmarried, aged 24, General servant, Born 

Leeds, Yorkshire 

Henry, Son, Aged 16, Tapster in a hotel, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Alice, daughter, aged 14, Scholar, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

William, son, aged 10, Scholar, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Arthur, son aged 8, Scholar, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Ada, daughter, aged 6, Scholar, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Bessy, daughter, aged 4, Scholar, born Leeds, Yorkshire  [source 11] 

 

Note that Sarah is at home with her family.  No record has been found of 

further wrongdoing, and she appears to be in work. 

 

1891 census – Ramsden family - 11 Waller Street 

William Ramsden, Head, Married, 58, Cloth presser, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Rebecca Ramsden, Wife, Married, 54, no occupation noted, born Leeds, 

Yorkshire 

James Ramsden, Son, 31, Iron Moulder, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

William Ramsden, Son, 20, Iron Fitter, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Arthur Ramsden, Son, 18, Iron Moulder, born Leeds, Yorkshire 

Ada Ramsden, Daughter, 16, Corset Maker, born Leeds, Yorkshire 



Bessie Ramsden, Daughter, 14, Matchbox packer, born Leeds, Yorkshire  [source 

12] 

 

Sarah is no longer shown with her family.  In the time since the last census, she 

may have married, died, gone to prison, or emigrated. 

 

A search for deaths between March quarter 1881 and June quarter 1891 for 

Sarah Elizabeth Ramsden in all counties found the deaths of three young 

children.  Searching for “Sarah Ramsden” produced more results, but none 

close to the correct age, or in Yorkshire (although Sarah could have moved). 

 

If Sarah did emigrate, there are no immediately obvious records of her leaving 

the UK. 

 

It follows that the most likely scenario is that Sarah was married between the 

1881 and 1891 census.  Initially, it proved difficult to conclusively prove that 

Sarah did marry, or whom she may have married, although there is a fairly 

plausible suggestion, which was eventually corroborated with a marriage 

certificate, see below. 

 

The Ancestry website suggests that Sarah married John Tyers, in Nottingham, in 

the December quarter of 1886.  However, the only document available to view 

on Ancestry to corroborate this is the Marriage Registration index.  While this 

does indeed indicate that a Sarah Elizabeth Ramsden was married in 

Nottingham (GRO reference DQ Nottingham 7b 491 1886), there is of course 

no additional information on the register entry which would confirm this is the 

correct Sarah.  A search on the Free BMD website 



https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/search.pl for this marriage index entry shows 

John Watts and Mary Ann Wright as well as Sarah Ramsden and John Tyers.  A 

search on the FindMyPast website https://www.findmypast.co.uk reveals a 

transcription by the Nottinghamshire Family History Society of a marriage entry 

at St Saviour Church, Nottingham, on 25 December 1886 between Sarah 

Elizabeth Ramsden and John Tyers.  However, a copy of the document 

transcribed has not been uploaded, and details such as name and profession of 

the bride’s father are not mentioned [source 13]. 

 

A search on Free BMD for marriages for Sarah Elizabeth Ramsden between 

April 1881 (when we know that Sarah was with her family in Leeds) to March 

1891 found several entries, including the entry in Nottinghamshire.  It has been 

possible to eliminate most of these from the search, but about 5 marriages 

remain where the information is insufficient to be sure the correct Sarah has 

been found.   

 

The marriage certificate for the marriage of Sarah Elizabeth Ramsden and John 

Tyers was obtained [Source 24].  This confirmed the place of marriage to be St. 

Saviours Church in Nottingham.  The marriage took place on 25 December 

1886.  Sarah’s father is stated to be William Ramsden, a cloth tenter, which 

matches what had already been learnt about Sarah’s father.  The bride and 

groom were both resident at 14 Glebe Street.  John is stated to be a Painter, 

and his father Henry a bootmaker.  The only piece of information which 

appears wrong is Sarah’s age, which is stated to be 25, rather than 29.  It is 

possible that Sarah mis-stated her age so as to appear younger than her 

husband (who was 27). 

 



The witnesses to the marriage were the splendidly named Temperance Tyers 

and William Wright.   

Temperance Tyers was found in the 1881 census, aged 10, living with her 

father, Henry, mother Emma and other siblings.  It seems likely that 

Temperance was John Tyers’ sister.  [Source 23] 

 

1891 Census – Tyers family - 3 Bunter’s Hill, Ruddington, Notts 

John Tyers, Head, Married, Aged 35, White Washer (a pencil note above states 

“Plaster”) Born Ruddington, Nottinghamshire 

Sarah Tyers, Wife, Married, Aged 32, Washerwoman, Born Leeds, Yorkshire 

[source 14] 

 

The following entry for the Tyers family appears in the 1901 census: 

 

1901 Census – Tyers family – 4 Willford Road, Ruddington 

John Tyers, Head, Married, Aged 46, House Decorator, born Ruddington, 

Nottinghamshire 

Sarah Tyers, Wife, Married, Aged 44, No occupation noted, born Leeds 

John H Tyers, Son, Aged 5, Born ditto (i.e., Leeds, although GRO shows it was 

Notts) [source 15] 

 

The census enumerator appears to have had “yes” added to the column 

labelled “Deaf & dumb, blind, lunatic, feeble-minded” for both Sarah and her 

son.  Obviously there is no further information about what this meant, or even 

if the entry is correct. 

 



The birth of John Henry Tyers is noted in civil registration indexes for births in 

the June quarter of 1895 GRO Reference: 1895  J Quarter in 

BASFORD  Volume 07B  Page 296.  His mother’s maiden surname is Ramsden.  

The birth is registered in the Basford district, Nottinghamshire, although the 

1901 census suggests his place of birth was Leeds.  It is possible that Sarah 

returned to Leeds to give birth and later registered the birth in 

Nottinghamshire.  It’s also possible that the census entry is incorrect. 

 

Neither Sarah nor her husband John Tyers could be found in the 1911 census.  

However, the following entry appears likely to be for their son: 

 

1911 census – John Tyers – Arnor Hill, Ruddington, Notts 

John Tyers, Head, Single, Aged 15, Domestic servant, Notts, Ruddington [source 

16] 

 

Although this census entry implies that John was living on his own, aged 15, 

the previous census entry is also for Arnor Hill.  It is possible that John was 

living in a tied cottage at his workplace, rather than living independently at a 

young age. 

 

Death of Sarah 

 

As Sarah and her husband could not be found on the 1911 census, searches 

were carried out for their deaths.  These were duly found in the civil 

registration records.  It appears that John Tyers died in 1908, aged 54 GRO 

Reference: 1908  S Quarter in BASFORD  Volume 07B  Page 122.  Sarah died in 

1909, aged 51 GRO Reference: 1909 S Quarter in BASFORD Volume 07B  Page 



131.  No documents relating to burial have been viewed during this research, 

thus, without viewing death certificates, it is not possible to be sure these are 

the correct people, although it appears likely. 

 

Meanwhile, the lives of some of the rest of Sarah’s birth family can be traced in 

the census, as follows: 

 

1901 Census – Ramsden family - 4 Sarah Street, Leeds (off Burmantofts Street, 

a few streets to the east of Waller Street) 

Rebecca Ramsden, Head, Widow, 64, no occupation noted, born, Leeds, 

Yorkshire 

William Ramsden, Son, Single, 30, Mechanician(?) Driller, Leeds, Yorkshire 

Arthur Ramsden, Son, Single 28, Felter? Leeds, Yorkshire 

Ada Ramsden, Daughter, Single 26, Corset Maker, Leeds, Yorkshire 

Bessie Ramsden, Daughter, Single, 24, Tailor Machinist? Leeds Yorkshire 

James Ramsden, Grandson, single, 18, Cloth Dresser, Leeds, Yorkshire [source 

17] 

 

As Rebecca, Sarah’s mother, is now a widow, a search confirmed that William 

Ramsden, Sarah’s father, died in 1894, aged 62 GRO Reference: 1894 S Quarter 

in LEEDS Volume 09B Page 253 

 

It was interesting to see that Rebecca’s grandson was living with the family.  

Further research is required to confirm who his parents were. 

 

1911 Census – Ramsden family - 6 Leith Street, Leeds (a few roads north of 

Sarah Street, off Accommodation Road).   



Rebecca Ramsden, Head, 74, Widow, no occupation, Leeds, Yorkshire 

William Ramsden, Son, 40, Single, Iron Foundry worker, Leeds, Yorkshire 

Arthur Ramsden, Son, 38, Single, Iron Foundry worker, Leeds Yorkshire [source 

18] 

 

Rebecca Ramsden, Sarah’s mother, cannot be found in the 1921 Census.  Her 

death was recorded in 1913 D GRO Reference: 1913 D Quarter in LEEDS 

Volume 09B Page 547.   

 

A search was made of the 1921 census for William and Arthur, who were living 

with Rebecca in 1911.  William could not be found (although no death was 

found either).  However, the following entry was found for Arthur: 

 

1921 Census – Hall Family - 23 Stony Rock Road, Leeds 

John James Hall, Head, 44, married, born in Yorkshire, painter in Engineer’s 

Shop 

Ada Hall, Wife, 46, married, born in Leeds, household duties 

Alfred Hall, Son, 13, Single, born in Leeds, full time education 

Arthur Ramsden, brother in law, 48, single, Engineer Labourer, Lawsons 

Engineers, Hope Foundry [source 19] 

 

It seemed likely that Ada hall was Arthur’s sister, and further research 

confirmed that Ada Ramsden married John James Hall in July 1907 [Source 20] 

 

John Henry Tyers – later life 

 



A transcription of Airman’s records appears on Ancestry, for John Henry Tyers, 

aged 20, born 16 June 1895 in Ruddington, Nottinghamshire, Service Date 12 

November 1915, service number 15243, next of kin, Sarah Pike, Aunt. John 

Henry Tyers enlists in the Royal Flying Corp (RFC: the air arm of the British 

Army) on 12th November 1915 at the age of 20. His papers show his date of 

birth as 16th June 1895 and his service number: 15243. He is 5’ 9 ½” tall with 

fair hair, blue eyes, and a ruddy complexion. His civilian occupation is Valet and 

his role in the RFC is Batman, rank ‘A. Mech. 1’. He retained the role of Batman, 

with a rank change to ‘Private 1’ following the merger of the RFC and Royal 

Navy Air Service to form the Royal Air Force on 1st April 1918. He was 

appointed Corporal on 1st July 1919 and discharged to the RAF Reserves on 18th 

December 1919 having served his 4 years.25 26 There is a WWI Pension 

Cards/Ledgers record which I unfortunately can’t view without a Fold3 

subscription.  [Source 21] 

 

It appears that John survived the 1st World War, based on this entry in the 1921 

census for the household of the Earl Of Kimberley, Kimberley House, 

Wydmondham, Norfolk: 

John Henry Tyers, Servant, Aged 26, Male, Single, born Nottinghamshire, 

Ruddington, Occupation Chauffeur.  [Source 22] 

 

The age and place of birth seem correct, and if John had been an airman during 

the war, it seems plausible that he might have become a chauffeur.   
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