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This story was written in August 2023 as one of a series resulting from 

the ‘A Few Forgotten Women Friday’ collaborative research project, 

investigating the lives of women who enrolled in the first two cohorts 

[1908 & 1909] of Trainee Teachers at the Cheshire Country Training 

College, Crewe [CCTCC] 

 

Fanny Crew ‘s Story 

 

Fanny Crew was born on December 26, 1890, in Chadderton, Lancashire, 

England, to Elizabeth Ashton, age 33, and Alfred Crew, age 33. 

Fanny had several siblings: 

Arthur b. 1887 d. 

Alfred b. 1889 d. 1973 (saddler & Harness Broker) 

Elizabeth b.1893 d. 1977 

Lucy b. 1897 d. 1972 

Edwin b. 1900 d. 1938 

Herbert b. 1903 d. 1931 



The 1891 census shows the family living at 16 John Lee Fold, Middleton and by 

the time of the 1901 census has the family living at 122 Gladstone Street, 

Winsford, Cheshire.  Fanny was enrolled in 1903 at the Winsford, Verdin 

Technical Schools (Search, 1903) 

 

 

 

Her father Alfred passed away on September 23, 1905, at the age of 48 and in 

1906 her sister Elizabeth was enrolled at Verdin Technical School. Fanny 

enrolled at the Teacher Training College 15/09/1908, the entry for the college 

gives the following information. 

Guardian’s Name/relationship:  Elizabeth Crew 

Home Address: 122 Gladstone Street, Winsford, Cheshire 

School attended: Runcorn PTC [Pupil Teacher Centre] 

Examination for Admission: Preliminary Certificate 1908 

Leaving Examination: Final Exam, Training College 1910, in which she achieved 

a distinction in English. 

In 1906 Scholarships were abolished. From 1907 there was a ‘Preliminary Examination for the 
Elementary School Teachers’ Certificate’ which was in two parts – Part I had to be passed, and only 
those who passed it could take Part II. All of Part I was compulsory, in Part II, English, History and 
Geography were compulsory and then candidates would sit 3 or more options from 3 groups – 
Elementary Maths, Elementary Science and Foreign Languages. 



In April 1907 Robert Morant(who was heavily involved in previous changes within the Teacher Training 
System) went much further in dismantling the existing system when he issued Regulations ‘for the 
Preliminary Education of Elementary School Teachers’. This introduced an alternative to the traditional 
method of Pupil-Teacher training. From Aug 1907 selected pupils at Secondary Schools could be 
awarded ‘Bursaries’ – grants to enable them to stay an additional year at school between 16 and 18. 
On completing this year they could either enter training college straight away or could serve in schools 
as ‘Student Teachers’ for up to one year and then enter college. 

From Aug 1909 Board of Education would only recognise applicants who had been pupils at 
recognised Secondary schools for at least the 3 previous years and would only pay a grant to Bursars 
who passed (either during their Bursary year or within one year after) one of the exams qualifying 
them for entry to training college. Bursars could be accepted at training college at 17, a year earlier 
than pupil-teachers.1. (Dent, 1977) 

Fanny was granted a Bursar to attend the Teacher Training College in September 1908 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1909 her sister Lucy was also enrolled in the same College. By 1911 the census shows the family 

living at 1911 census in 1a Gladstone Street, Over, Winsford, Cheshire. Fanny is a Qualified Teacher 

with the local council. Fanny Crew married William Thomas Dodd on August 29, 1914, when she was 

23 years old. 



 

 

In 1916 their son Ronald Frederick Dodd was born, unfortunately he passed away the same year. 

Her husband William Thomas passed away on August 19, 1959, in Liverpool, Lancashire, England, at 
the age of 79. They had been married 44 years. Cause of death was given as a stroke and heart 
failure. Fanny Crew died on July 22, 1978, in Liverpool, Lancashire, England, when she was 87 years 
old. She was buried 26 Jul 1978 in Merseyside, England and her probate is listed 29 Sep 1978 in 
Sheffield. 

 

 

 

 

 
Narrative by Jan F  


