This is A Tow Fargstton Wemen Story

This story was written, in October 2025, as one of a series resulting
from the ‘A Few Forgotten Women Friday’ collaborative research
project, investigating the lives of women who were working in the

Ulster linen industry.

Jane Wilson (nee McKinney) ‘s Story

Jane Wilson was born Jane McKinney (sometimes written as McKenney) 23
May 1872, the youngest of five children to Alexander McKinney and his wife,
Mary, nee Richardson. Alexander was a weaver and the family lived in the
small, rural township of Derryinver, in the parish of Montiaghs, County
Armagh. This is located right on the southern shore of Lough Neagh, to the
north of the town of Lurgan. Apart from agriculture, linen constituted one of
the major industries of the areal.

On 16 September 1892, at the age of 20, Jane married Christopher Wilson, a 21
year old labourer, in Ardmore parish church. Christopher had been born in the
township of Ardmore, a couple of miles to the east along the shoreline from
Jane’s birthplace2. His father, Edward, was also noted as a weaver. Neither the
bride nor groom was able to sign the register. The witnesses appear to have
been relatives: Richard Wilson and Sarah Anne Richardson2.
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Molyneux.

By the time of the census, taken on 31 March 1901, Christopher and Jane were
living in Ardmore, with children Christina (7), Edward (5) and Alexander (1).
Also living with them was a nephew, John Wilson, aged 10. Christopher was
working as an agricultural labourer, and Jane, as her father and father-in-law
before her, was a linen weaver?.

Three further children were born to the couple, William Henry, in 1902, Mary
in 1905, and Thomas James in January 1908, before Christopher made the
decision to emigrate to the United States.

He sailed from Londonderry aboard the California, arriving in New York in May
1908. His decision must have been influenced by his brother, Edward, who had
emigrated the year before and was living in South Manchester, Hartford
County, Connecticut® where he worked for a soap company®. Christopher
obviously found the life in South Manchester to be agreeable because in 1909
he paid the passage for his eldest daughter, Christina, to join himZ and the
following year, Jane made the journey to America with her children Edward,
13, Alexander, 10, William, 8, Mary 5, Thomas, 28. Their happiness at being




reunited was marred by the death little more than two months later of young
Thomas?2.

Unfortunately, the family arrived too late to be enumerated in the US census in
1910, but Christopher and Christina were living with Christopher’s brother-in-
law, William Powers and his wife, Sarahi%. Christopher was described as a
labourer at a paper mill, and Christina was a spooler at a silk mill. Over the next
few years, Christina married a Swedish immigrant, Carl Waldemar (or Walter)
Rudin, and son Edward married Florence Hunt. Edward and his brother,
Alexander, were both included in the World War | draftll, but there is no
evidence of Alexander serving in the military. Edward, however, had enlisted in
1914, served in the Border Campaign against Mexico in 19162, and probably
served on the Western Front, as his regiment, 102" Infantry, was stationed
and fought in many battles therel3.

In the 1920 US Federal Census, we find Christopher and Jane living in Singleton
Street, South Manchester with their unmarried children, who include two
further daughters born in the United States, Elizabeth, 8, and May Louise, 5.
Christopher, we learn, owned his own home, although it was mortgaged, and
he and Alexander both worked at a silk mill, which is likely to have been
Cheney Brothers, one of the major employers of the area. Cheneys were
benevolent employers, providing land for housing, schools and churches and
the facilities such as electricity and water provided for the factory were also
made available for use further afield.
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By the 1930 census, the family had moved to 24 Knighton Street, where they
remained. Christopher was still employed at the silk mill as were William and
Elizabeth. We also learn that their home was valued at $9000, and that they
owned a radio set®. Christopher Wilson died 24 April 1939, and was buried in
the East Cemetery, Manchester, not far from the family homelZ. Jane
continued living in Knighton Street In the 1940 census she is aged 64 and a
widow, living with a William J. Wilson, aged 20, born in Connecticut, who is
listed as a lodger, and could well be a grandson. His occupation is helper at the
paper millté,

Jane died on 18 March, 194222 and is buried with her husband in the East
Cemetery, Manchester®

By Ruth Wilson
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